382.   PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AT BELGAUMCONGRESS^

December 26, 1924

FRIENPS,

It was after much misgiving that I accepted the burden of the
honour you have done me today. The unique honour for this
year should have been bestowed upon Shriinati Sarojmi Naidu,
who^ did such wonderful work both in Kenya and South Africa.
But it was not to be. The developments both internal and external
have necessitated my acceptance of the burden. I know that I shall
have your support in my attempt to do justice to the high office
to which you have called me.

At the outset, let me note with respectful feelings the deaths
during the year of Bi-Amma, Sir Ashutosh Mukherji, Mr. Bhupen-
dra Nath Basu, Dr. Subramania Iyer and Mr. Dalbahadur
Giri at home, and of Messrs Rustomjee and P. K. Naidu in South
Africa. I tender in your name my respectful condolences to the
bereaved families.

RETROSPECTIVE

From the September of 1920 the Congress has been principally
an institution for developing strength from within. It has ceased
to function by means of resolutions addressed to the Government for
redress of grievances. It did so, because it ceased to believe in
the beneficial character of the existing system of government. The
breach of faith with the Mussalmans of India was the first rude
shock to the people's faith in the Government. The Rowlatt Act
and O'Dwyerism culminating in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre*
opened the eyes of the people to the true nature of the system.
At the same time it was realized that the existence of the system
depended upon the co-operation, whether conscious or unconscious
and whether voluntary or forced, of the people. Witt the view
therefore of mending or ending the system it was decided to try to
begin withdrawing voluntary co-operation from the top. At the
Special Session of the Congress at Calcutta in 1920, the boycott of
Government titles, law-courts, educational institutions, legislative
bodies and foreign doth was resolved upon. All the boycotts were
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